
 

 

 

Policy and Advocacy working group 

Goal: Developing and implementing an advocacy strategy that effectively communicates the burning 
issues and recommended solutions for the cell and gene industry. 

• Jane Adams, Novartis (Co-Chair) 
• Janet Tyler, Roche Products 
• Rebecca Stratford, AstraZeneca 
• James McAdam, Bristol-Myers Squibb 
• Leah Goodman, BioIntelect 
• Sharon Charles, ProPharma 
• Matt Banfield, Miltenyi Biotec 
• Gretchen Poortinga, Peter MacCallum 

Cancer Centre 
• Geoffrey Chin, PTC Therapeutics 
• Megan Munsie, Murdoch Children's 

Research Institute (MCRI) 
• Oona Reardon, Pulse Economics Consulting 
• Warwick Shaw, Johnson & Johnson 
• Sarah Phillips, Invetech  
• Rebecca McQualter, Chimeric Therapeutics 
• Mathew Manning, Australian Red Cross 

Lifeblood 
• Ian Alexander, VVMF Pty Ltd  
• Avani Yeola, Sydney Children’s Hospital 

Network, NSW Health (Observer)

 
Manufacturing working group 

Goal: Co-design a collaborative, coordinated cell and gene manufacturing ecosystem that can service 
the nation and our region.

• Bev Menner, Cell Therapies (Co-Chair) 
• Elizabeth Wilson, IQVIA 
• Jack Lambshead, Biointelect  
• David Kneen, Celleo 
• Simon Cool, Interim CEO, SMART CRC, 

University of Queensland  
• Paula Stoddart, Miltenyi Biotec 
• Misty Jenkins, Walter & Eliza Hall Institute 

for Medical Research 
• Jagan Billakanti, Cytiva 
• Ngaire Elwood, MCRI 

• Shanny Dyer, RheumaGen Australia  
• Owen Tatford, Centre for BioPharmaceutical 

Excellence (CBE) 
• Maher Gandhi, Translational Research 

Institute 
• Silvio Tiziani, CCRM Australia 
• Tamanna Monem, QIMR Berghofer 
• Kah Leong Lee, Zuellig Pharma 
• Jelena Rnjak-Kovacina, UNSW 
• Trent Munro, University of Queensland 

(Observer)
 

Workforce Development working group 

Goal: Identify short- to mid-term workforce needs and co-design an education and training framework in 
consultation with the industry and vocational and tertiary education providers. 

• Orin Chisolm, University of Sydney (Co-
Chair) 

• Octavio Mejia, Telix Pharmaceuticals Limited 
• Tom Parsons, Proclinical Group 
• Karen McLaughlan, Manufacturing Industry 

Skills Alliance 
• Umesh Nair, Merck 
• Mariyam Murtaza, Griffith University 
• Dominic Fernandez, Epworth Centre for 

Immunotherapy and Snowdome 
Laboratories 

• Alice Pebay, University of Melbourne 

• Mark Allenby, University of Queensland 
• Brendon Boot, S2N.Bio 
• Rachel Jensen, CBE 
• Diane Finley, Cytiva 
• Darron Laing, QIMR Berghofer 
• Chih Wei Teng, CCRM Australia 
• Andrew Care, UTS Biologics Innovation 

Facility 
• Rachel Cameron, Consultant  
• Ian Woodcock, Royal Children’s Hospital 
• Rebecca Griffiths, Australian Red Cross 

Lifeblood (Observer)



 

 

 

Collaboration and Knowledge-Sharing working group 

Goal: Develop and implement an engagement framework that provides meaningful opportunities 
to connect, exchange ideas and share knowledge and expertise to foster industry-led 
collaborations. 

• Morgan Evans, Agilex (Co-Chair) 
• Amanda Hargreaves, Roche Products 
• Umesh Nair, Merck 
• Helen Dodds, Sanofi Australia  
• Camille Shanahan, Jumar Bioincubator 
• Kelvin Yip, Arovella Therapeutics 
• Shane Winzar, Australian Red Cross Lifeblood 
• Fabienne Mackay, QIMR Berghofer 
• Gabrielle O’Sullivan, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital 
• Riya Palchaudhuri, University of Melbourne 
• Marina Carpinelli, 360biolabs 
• Margaret Jenkins, Global Pharma Solutions 
• Damian Clarke-Bruce, HaemaLogiX 
• Cecile Francis, UniQuest 
• Michelle Lorentzos, Sydney Children’s Network, NSW Health 
• Emma-Louise Hunsley, University of Sydney 
• Robert Pearson, MCRI 
• John Robson, BioOra Ltd (New Zealand) 
• Bijay Dhungel (Observer) 


